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The Bio�ogical Inventor.1·Newaia designed to inform·readers about tae Biological 
Invc·ntory of Paraguay. We welcome any- questions, oomments, or additions to our 1DIl1.1ing 
�it':lt • Write to participanteat Ser.vicio I'or.stu Nacionalt 'l'".CUfAr;y 443, Fdificio Patd,8.t 
(;0 Piso , A8\1nci6n, Paraguay, Bud Am'rica. 

PROJECT BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The National Biological Inventor,1 i8 a 
long-t.rm project aimed at t�e estab
liabmctnt of a National HUSeWl of Natu

rul History in Paraguay. The Museum,. 
staffed and run by Paraguayans, will 
conduct biological investigations in 
Faraguay $J1d provide information needed 
for environmental education, Park plan
ning, and wildlife management prograDIB. 
'J'he project is administered by ParagwQ't IS 

National Forest Service and includes 
c;.e partiCipation of the Peace Corps, 
the U .8. Fish and Wildli fe Service 
(USFWS). the Smithsonian Institution 
and the Missouri Botanical aarden. Fund
tn� for scholarships and supplies has 
b�t\n provided by the Missouri BOtanical 
Garden, the'Carnegie MuseWll, the World 
\oJildlife Fund, and the U.S. Agenc1 for 
l'ntematioDAl Development (US/AID). 
Since March 1980, scientists fromUBFtiS 
ha ve regularly visi ted Paraguay· to con
duct field studies and work w1t� Para
gUAlyan counterpe.rt�. A temporary museum 
}�S be�n established in the Forest Ser
vioe Office, wAtch serves as headquar
ters for the Biological Inventory. 

SCIENTXsr VISITS 

Drs. Bill Burley and Guillermo Manno! . 

'l'ne l'ature Conservanoy visited Paraguay 
last June to familiarize themselvee with 
the Inv�ntory'" work and to inorease 
collaboration between the two organi£&
tionft. At the end ot the Bame month Dr. 
Thomas Lovejoy. n ee-president tor 
science of the World Wildlife F\md-U.S:., 
epent a rew days visiting the MUseum and 
P�raguay'. Chaco region, including the 
Nati.onal Parka "Detftneores del Chaoo" 
(I·Y -? '''''r'niente �CiBO". 

F'roll May to September primatologist Dr. 
l'ntricia. Wright studied night monkeys 
t!�� trivirgatuo) in Para�' 15 lower 
Chlleo region. Uer project, aB well as 
other studies on Paraguay's fauna, waD 
Lno!:lted by the cooperation of Mr. Antonio 

Espinoza, owner ot the ranch "La Golcmdrine" .. 

For three weekA in August and Deoell1ber omi.
thologist Dr. Robert Ridgely and photog�pher 
John Dunning traveled in Paraguay with Lie. 
Nancy L6pez; and Dr. Peter Wendelken of the 
Inventory's ornithology group. Birds vere 
captured and photographed hand-held and in 
a special ,nclosure. This work wa" in sup
port of an expanded edition ot Mr. Dunning's 
photographic guide, South AmerieBJ1. Land 
Bird. (1982)· and the production of &:. ·ne .. 

guide' to birds of South American being pr .. -
.. pared by Dr. Ridgell" and artist Guy TUdor. 

Both efforts are 8uppol�ed by the World WilJ
life }'und. Mr. Dunning gl· .. cioual,.. o.1't'ored 
to' provide the Inv$Dtory with color slides 
of the birds photographed on this trip. 

In September. Dr. M&rcedes Foster of the 
U.S. Fish and WilcUife Ser'Vic� worked with 
the Inventory on the Ybyoui field guide, 
the plans. for the new museum and organiza

tion and administrative aspects of the mu
seum. The projectls ornithologists were 
able to work with her in Itapua during the 
latter part of her atay. 

The Museum or Geneva, Switzerland, recently 
carried out its second zoological expedition 
to Para�1 during October and Nov�mber. ' .  

Members· ot the.expedit1on were Dr. Marie
Claude Durette-Deoset. Dr. Franoois BAud, 
Dr. Volker. Kahnert, Dr. Jean-Luc Perret, Dr. 
Claude V.ucher, Lio. Paul"tte Vaucher 8.S wen 
as Lie. Nancy L6pez and Gilberto Bar.iro of 
the Inventory. 

In November the Inventory received visits 
from two prominent American herp.tologiotSj 
Dr. Rodolfo R�tbal ot the Universit7 ot Ca
lifornia-Riverside and Dr. Norman Soott ot 
the USIi"S. Dr. Ruibal. who has stud1.ed am
phibians of the Chaco region. made several 
presenta tions of hi6 work before me.bore (if 
the Inventory and university biology �tud&n.b.;;. 
Dr. Scott, who has worked closely with the 
project since its initiation, �pftnt ) weeku 
working with the Inventol"'J' e berpeto1ogist,.;\ 
prin.oipally in the Chaco md briefly in All:: 



Parana Department. Besides general species 
inventories, work was done in relation to the 
larval development, relative toxicity 
and feeding habits of the Chacoan amphi
bians. 

H/�JlG.8MENT PLl�S COMPU .. ""TED 

This past November management plans for 
two of Paraguay's national parks, Cerro 
Cora and Ybycui, were completed. The for
mulation of these plans was accomplished 
through the coordination of the Paraguayan 
National Forest Service, the Ministry of 
Defense and Peace Corps of the United States. 
Information on the natural and cultural 
resources of each park and adjoining 
lands was gathered and then used in for
mUlating park objectives and management 
programs. Information is now being ga,
thered for two other national parks, De
fensores del Chaco and Teniente Agripino 
Enciso, both in the Chaco, to serve as 
the basis of their management plans. 

PflRK MllNl�GERS ATTEND U.S. COURSES 

Two Paraguayan national park managers, Ing. 
Agr. Miguel Martini and Teo. Ftal. Carmelo 
Rodriguez, attended wildlife and park 
courses in the United States during last 
September and Octobere Martini, the mana
ger of Ybycui National Park, participated 
in the Jrd Course on the Function and 
Management of Wildlife Refuges in Washing
to:< D.C., with field trips to national 
wildlife refuges in California, Oregon, , 
New Mexico and Florida. Rodriguez, the 
manager of Cerro Cora National Park, par
ticipated in an international workshop on 
environmental education and interpretation 
in Harper's Ferry, West Virginia. Funding 
for the courses was provided by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Na
tional Park Service and World Wildlife 
Fund. 

PROGRESS IN MUSEUM FJ.CILITIES 

The temporary headquarters of the Na
tional Museum of Natural History of 
Paraguay has recently acquired two her
barium cabinets for the rapidly growing 
botanical collection and 350 more glass
top jars for storage of liquid specimens. 
As for the future museum, a site has been 
selected and construction has beeun. How
ever, Paraguay's economic constraints make 
the completion date of the building poorly 
defined at present. 

LAND CRUISER�IVE IN PARAGUAY 

The two four-whell drive Toyota Land 
Cruisers donated by the World Wildlife 
Fu.nd have arrived and are out of customs 

and with the Inventory. These much 
needed vehicles will allow the Inven
tory to carry out field trips to those 
more isolated and inaccessible regions 
of the country which have received few 
visits by biologists in the past. 

BOOK DONflTIONS FOR INVENTORY LIBRARY 

The American Ornithologists' Union 
(AOU) donated a complete set of back
issues of the journal �uk. Another 
generous donation of sCi;ntific liter
ature was made by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service which included Peters' 
orni thology series. 'fhe Inventory 
wishes to express its gratitude to 
these institutions. 

YBYCUI FIELD GUIDE IN PRESS 

The field guide booklet to some com
mon vertebrates of Ybycui National 
Park, written by Paraguayan Inventory 
participants, is now in press and will 
be out within 2 months. The printing 
of the guide book has been made pos
sible by a donation from the Develop
ment Program of the United Nations. 
The five thousand copies of the guide 
will be sold in parks and bookstores; 
the revenue from purchases will be used 
towards financing a second field guide 
on the vertebrates of another Para
guayan national park. The Ybycui 
booklet is the first such illustrated 
book on Paraguay's fauna and will be 
an invaluable tool in environmental 
education programs and important ini
tial step towards creating a conserva
tion ethic among the citizenry. 

PCVs LEAVE INVENTORY PROJ}t:CT 

PCVs Brian l;.brell, Mark Ludlow and 
'Richard White left Paraguay this 

pust October. Brian had carried out 
field collections and had organized 
the mammal collection, Mark had done 
extensive work with both mammals and 
reptiles and Richa�d had been curating 
the bird collection. However, th�ee 
PCVs have recently been incorporated' 
into the project: Dr. Peter Wendelken 
in the ornithology section, Len West' 
in the vertebrate division and Bill 
Hahn in the botany section. 


