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The Biologic al Inventory News is des igued to inform 
Inventory of Paraguay . We He lcome any questions, ideas, 
participants at Servicio For.estal Ned,onal, 'l'acua r.y 4t�3, 
ASlIoci6n, Paraguay, South America. 

readers about the Biological, 
or comments. Write to 
Edificio Patria, 6° piso, 

P rojec t History: 1979 to Preseot 

The Paragunyan Fores t Service's Nation
al Uiological Inventory is a long- term pro
ject which wl11 establish a National Museum 
of Natural History. The goal of the museum 

i,s to insure conservation and proper man

agement of Paraguay's natural r�sources. 
• . Initiated in 1979 by Peace Corps'Vol

�lnteers.,DaVid and Diane Wood , the Serviclo 
Forestal proj ect gained stlppor� through 
cor:t:esPQndence with the U.S. Fis h and \Hld
life. S�r.vice (US/FWS). An invitation from 
i'hnis.tero{ Agr,iculture Be rtoni to Lynn 
Greenwalt ,of . . US/FWS was answered,. and in 

"�I Lt!l!luer of 1979. Dr.s. Curt Freese and 
ron �vllson arrived. i.n Paraguay to dis:cUS5 
cooperation ill the Invento:r.y Project. Durlng 
U,,,d.r visit, Paraguay acceded to the Con
vention of Nature Protection and Wildlife 
i) n�servation in the Western Hemisphere, a 

2tep which demonstrated Paraguay's s incere 
i,nterest in, international collaboration, 
The two agen ci es , defined reRponsibiliti"fl, 
illcludlng a commitment by the Millistry of 

Agriculture to construct a Natural Hist.ory 
l'luseum. 

Eventually the project gained support 
from the Slll.ithsonian Ins t itution, Missouri 
Hotanical Garden, New York Botanical Garden, 

U.S . /Agency , for Internati.onal Development 
(US/AlD),::and the World Wildlife Fund (W\{F). 
Dr. J..'reese formed a ,team of scientis ts \07110 
would conduct :biological surveys and train 
counterparts. In March, 1980, .Don Wilson, 
Nornmn Scott" Mercedes F,'oste r, alld Gury 
Hartshorn led a t,wo �eek cOlie'cUug trip 
in Nationa l Park Ybycui, training fifteen 
Paraguayans in biological field techniques . 

Dr. Paul Spangler arrived in April, and his 
n tl Lomolog y group collected over twenty 

,thousand specimens . 
The project progressed rapidly in 1980. 

Pence Corps Volunteers and their,counter
"" .'�- continued making colJ.eci:io�ls, and a 
temporary museum was set lip :l.n the Fo r�s t 
S�l�ice, housing liquid collections and 
mURcum cabinets. Mercedes Foster returned 

in September, and Norm Scott made. trips in 
October,l980, and Janua ry of 1981. 

1981 started with 'the Biological 
Inventory in Na tional Pa�kYbycui. The 
orni thology, manmtalogy, i�hthyol�gy, 
and herpetology groups worked three weeks, 
gatheri�lg data for a guide book to conunon 
vertebrates of the park . 1981 promises 
mor.e field trips, visi t ing SCientists, and 
funding possit?ilities':

'
forthe Inventory; 

itnportan t � t�ps' that bring the project 
c los er to; the 89a1 of' a working museum 
staffed by Paraguayan' scientists studying, 
conserving, and protecting Paraguay's 

, floral' and faunal resources. 
' .  
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World Wildlife Fund Donates $5,000 

During a June, 1980 World Wildlife 
Fund board meeting, $5,000

' 
was granted to 

the N�tiona1 Biological Inventory. Col
le ction e,qu:l,.pment, mus eum, supplies, and 
reference mat�rials, wilt be purchased 
with these funds. Stateside purchasing 
of materi.B.ls is being arranged by US/FWS 
s cient is ts , and arrival in Paraguay is 
expected in the immediate future. 

US/AID Donates $25.000 

A major project obj ective is to get 
out-of-country training 'for Paraguayan 
par�ici{lap.ts . In April of this year, 
US/Al.D was presented with a proposal that 
woul� al1�cate sufticient funds to send 
one partici.pant to Carnegie-Melon Museum 
and one to Missouri Botanical Garden for 
three month training courses. US/AID· 
granted $25,000, $ 16,000 of which will, 
pay these training expenses. Fie ld equip
ment and museum supplies will be purchased 
w ith $ 7,000 of the remaihing funds. Cand
idates will be selected this year, and will 
attend the courses in i982.·· · , 

Carnegie Museum and Missouri Botanical 
Garden Donate Scholarships 

... 

l11e Carnegie-Melon Museum recently 
donated two scholarsh ips, and Missouri 



\ 

Bnl::mi.cHl Garden one. Th� Cllrnegi.e s('hol;1.r
·;h;p[-; l.lIC"lude I.lir f::lrc, room and board, a III I 
;1 three month museum course. The His�;our.i 
BL'tanic<11 program includes room and 1;o<1nl, 

and n three month cottvw. Because of tlWfH' 
.\'(,IW1'O\I5 dOllationr., I:IH' liS/Ali) funds eflll he 
t'!H'd to train more than the original two 

par.ticipants. 

Project Participants 

The I nvento ry project is receiving 

-2 

strong in-coun try sllpportfrom Minister of 
Agric.ulture ,lug . Henlando Bertoni, and ForN; t 
Se !:vi.ce Director lng. Pedro Calabrese. Proj
eeL di.re ctor lng. Hilario Horem) wor.ks elor,ely 
Hith Peace Corps Volunteer l.ee Fitzgerald, 
the project coordina tor . 

There Rre six study groups comprised of 
eight Peace Corps Volunteers and fourteen 
na tional counterparts. The herpetology gr.oup 
c ons ists of l.ee Fit�gerald, Lucy Aquino, :lnd 
(�i1hcrto Bllreiro. Ichthyology is repl'egf'lIlf'd 
hy Carlos Cuevas and tJarry Naylor, who is abo 
project photographer. Ron Cave, Hernan 
Ferrelra, and 'fortJ(\S Lopez are the entomology 
group. Ornithological collections arc 1Il1HJe 
by Richard White, Hario Rol6n, Nancy Lopez, 
Chdstian Bogado, and E lena Escobar. The 
lfIammal team consists of Jody Sta11.ings, 
:::i.J.,,1no Gonzalez, and Isabel Gnmllrr.a. BotHn-

.en.! specimen:;. are collected by �Ulnn Vavrek,-
1.1.1.118 Perez , and Elvia Enc. is o . In addi tion, 
tlark Ludlow and Br.ian Abrell are participating 
as l,rll1dlife management s peciaHs ts • 

The proj ect also has sta teside partici.
p:tnf:s, Dr. Fo�t:er is co-oroinatinr, US/FWS 
;lcti.'litic9, while I>r. Freese of US/filS Illter

ltaLl.onal Affairs handles budgeting and travel 
al1ocati.ons. Participating US/FWS sci.enti.o ts 
have been mentioned <thove. Hopefully as the 
project develops, more scientists in all 
fields will participate. 

g!aus for 1981 

One of the most significant developments 
of i980 for the Biological Invento ry was the 
allocation of funds for the cons truction of 
the first section of the National Husell1U of 
Natural History. The cIJnstruction of this 
150 square meter st ructure will begin in 1981, 
ond \-1l11 be designed in a manner that will 
permit the addition of other sections, the 
first of which will be added iri 1982. The 
1!luseum will be iocated at the Ciudad Universi 

tarin near Asunci6n . 

The National niolog ical Inventory will 
prepare its first p rinted material in 1981, 
',,]Id.ch will be a field gui.de to some of 
t. he cOllmon vertebrates of Nationa l Park 
\'bycu1. 'I.11e guide will be geared toward 
�cople WIIO visit the p�rk, and-�ill include 
color. photographs or drawings of forty 

s pecies; with teXt contain ing basic' life 
history information for ' each species . 

Inventory personnel will also 
investi.gate the possibility of initiati ( ' g 
n weekly news paper column about natural 
history in Paraguay. , P lans to develop 
environmental education programs. using 
the collection of natural history slides 
that are being accumulated by the Invento 
are also in the making : 'I' ' 

Perhaps the most important work of 
the Biological Inventory is to train 
Paraguayans to do state-of-the-art 
scientific investigation, and to de
velop, maintain, and operate the National 
Museum of Natural History: Scholarships 
\'1l,11 be solicited for some counterparts 
that are ready to continue their education 
and more counterparts will be sought. 

Dialogue has been established with 
personnel of the Org anization of Amer 

ican States/Pilcomayo Project, which has 
the major responsibility for planning 
development of the Pilcomayo region of 
the Gran Chaco. The section under consid� 
eration includes the area between the 
Traus-Chaco Highway and the ' Rto Pilcomayo, : 
South of the Bolivian border. OAB / Project 
Pilcomayo has indicated a strong interest 
i.n cooperating with the Biological 
Inventory . Information gained in 
studying this area will be of great sci
entific value, and will presumably be 
used to help develop the area in an envir
onmentally sound manner . 

NI)rthern Anaconda Caught in Cerro CorA 

Nobody was sur e the species occurred 
in Paraguay, and they never expected to 
find a 5.1 1neter anaconda (Eunectes 
lUurlnus) in a creek barely a meter wide. 
Lee F itzgerald, Mark Ludlow, No� Scott, 
and Gilberto Bareiro caught the 66 kilo
gram snake where a tiny, wooded creek 
drains a small swamp in National Park 
Cerro CorA. After a short strusgle 
involving no injuries to man;or beast, 
Mbo!' Jagu�· (Guarani for "dog snake") was 
photographed, measured, weighed, and 
released at the site of capture. This 
spec imen is'a fine symbol of Paraguay's 
rich fauna, and may represent a range 
extension for the species. 

Special Thanks 

Special thanks goes to· those 
scientists who have 8upported the work 
of the Inventory by donatin g or loan ing 
equipment. Drs. Dieter Wasshausen, 

, 

Phillip Myers, Don Wilson, Paul Spangler, 
Norm Scott, and Mercedes Foster have been 
kind enough to aid the, Inventory in thts 
manner. 


